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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Word of 

God to which I would direct your attention this afternoon is a portion of the Scriptures which you 

heard earlier. 

 

After this Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfil the scripture), "I thirst." A bowl of 

vinegar stood there; so they put a sponge full of the vinegar on Hyssop and held it to his mouth. 

When Jesus had received the vinegar, He said, "It is finished"; and He bowed His head and gave up 

His spirit. 

 

A dying person is often very conscious of the fact that many of his tasks have been left undone -- 

that his life's work has not been finished. One prominent man complained in his dying hour : "So 

much to be done and so little done." An author wrote just four days before her death: "I have wasted 

half my days. My work is only begun." Had you or I asked these or other dying people the question: 

"Was everything done? Did you finish all you wanted to?" their reply would have been a definite 

"NO!" 

 

How different the answer of Jesus to that same question! If He had been asked in His dying hour, "Is 

everything done. Jesus? Did you finish what You wanted to?" Jesus, looking back on His earthly 

life, could have honestly said, "Everything is done, and well." While dying on the cross, He did 

actually say,"It is finished." 

 

Everything that He came to do was done -- His work was completed and His life was finished upon 

the Cross of Calvary. Let's consider just what His work was that needed to be done and His life that 

was given in order that He could state: "It is finished." 

 

There was a need for His work. Mankind had lost the image of God at the time of the Fall into sin in 

the Garden of Eden. No longer did man have complete fellowship with the Lord. In fact, Man could 

not at that time, nor could He today, bridge the gap between God and himself. Jesus said: "No one 

can come to Me unless the Father who sent me draws him." Our attempts to make ourselves right 

with god end with complete frustration and terrors of our conscience. God demands perfection in our 

lives and we are not able to live up to that standard. David even hit upon the real frustration -- the 

fact that we are by nature enemies of God: "Yes, I was born guilty, and when my mother conceived 

me I was in sin." Even at the moment of conception we are sinful. Consequently, our u holiness is 

not limited to what we do and what we fail to do, it includes what we are. Not only can we not finish 

such a task as working out our own salvation, we are not even able to begin it. 

 

Thus, we are able to know and to see the necessity of the work that Christ was to do. Next, consider 

the means by which He accomplished it. God, in His infinite mercy, looked at mankind and acted. 
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His great plan for the salvation of mankind could not be done by man. God Himself would have to 

intervene -- God Himself would have to become man. The Redeemer -- the One who brought us 

back from death and Satan -- that One had to be God. Only God Himself would be a sufficient 

sacrifice to be able to redeem the world. Yet, God could not die. It was necessary that the Redeemer 

be man also. The Son of God became man in order to be able to take our place in suffering. Paul 

writes: 

 

"But when the time had full come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons." 

     

Jesus came and did the work given to Him by the Father. The Son of God fulfilled the Scriptures -- 

the Old Testament that told of His Coming and His work. He gave sight to the blind, He was called 

out of Egypt, and He taught the truth of the Gospel -- the Good News of Salvation which was, and is, 

available only through Him. He was without sin, being conceived by the Holy Spirit; He lived 

without sinning, though tempted in every way in which we are. 

 

His work was to reconcile man to God. Indeed, He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 

we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. He was wounded for our transgressions -- 

our sins -- and He was bruised for our iniquities; upon Him was the punishment that made us whole, 

and with His stripes we are healed. God looked down at Jesus and saw the sins of the entire world -- 

stains and black marks that our Lord took upon Himself. He did that for the world -- He did it for 

you! Paul wrote: "For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 

become the Righteousness of God." That is the work that Jesus came to do -- that is the Love of God 

for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

A person may be on his deathbed -- wondering about his life -- being tormented with such question 

as: Do I have enough faith? Have I done enough to be saved? God's answer to these questions is: "It 

is Finished!" Nothing more needs to be done -- Christ did it all for you. It is not the amount of faith 

that you have or don't have that you are to be concerned about, it is the focus of that faith -- Jesus 

Christ. It is not how much you have done that is your salvation -- indeed, you could never do 

enough. It is the truth that Jesus has done it all -- and He did it for you. 

 

You need not be burdened with such questions. Only be comforted by the answer that Jesus gives to 

us: "It is finished!" Nothing more needs to be done. Now perhaps you have the impression, either 

from what I have said or from what others say, that the Christian is not afraid of dying or of death. 

Often the Christian is pictures to be as patient as Job. In the midst of many great troubles, Job was 

able to say: "The Lord gave and Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord." Job indeed 

said these words, but not all Christians are able to do so. Many picture the Christian as a person who 

does not fear death. This is just not facing the facts -- a great majority of Christians are afraid to die. 

In most cases, dying hurts -- it is very painful. Our deaths will probably be painful. If a Christian 

does not fear death and declares that he is ready to die at any time, then God has bestowed a gift on 

him.  

 

The blessedness of being a Christian does not rest upon, nor does it depend upon, pleasant feelings. 

Rather, the blessedness of being a Christian is his or her assurance that in spite of the bitterest 

feelings imaginable, they are accepted with God and in their dying hour will be received into heaven. 

Despite the fact that there may be much pain and great amounts of suffering, there is the assurance 

that: "It is finished!" Nothing needs to be done. 
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When the law of God accuses you and your sins trouble you, when your unloveliness oppresses you 

and you go about dejected, think of Jesus's words, "It is finished!" You will be able to lift your head 

again and walk a little more confidently. He bowed His head, but you can look up. When the 

moment of your death draws near and you sense that your task is not yet finished, let these words of 

Jesus calm and cheer your spirit. Because Jesus finished His work, the resurrection is ahead of you, 

eternal life is yours. Amen. 

 

Let us pray: 

 

Almighty God, the Refuge of all who are distressed: Grant unto us that, in all trouble of this our 

mortal life, we may fall to You and find comfort in the knowledge Your Son proclaimed: "It is 

finished!" Shelter us from the storms of life that they may pass over us and not shake the peace of 

God that is within us. Answer us when we call, O God of righteousness, for from the ends of the 

earth we will cry unto You when our hearts are overwhelmed. Be with us here in this world -- in the  

Name of Your Son and our Lord. Amen. 


